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the stamp and postmark, found its way into Akott's
pocket?
Before attempting to answer that question, Dr. Priest-
ley focused his mind upon the letter signed " Hy.
Alcott." Without being an expert, Dr. Priestley had
some considerable experience of forged documents. His
examination of this letter had convinced him of several
things. First, that some bleaching agent containing
chlorine had been applied to the paper. His keen sense
of smell had detected a faint odour of chlorine still per-
sisting, and this had been the cause of his inquiry about
disinfection.
Again, the excessive fading of the ink, particularly in
the heading and signature, was unnatural. No modem
ink, however cheap, faded to that extent in any reason-
able time.
Lastly, Dr. Priestley had conie to the conclusion that
the body of the letter had been written at a different
time, and in all probability by a different hand, from
the rest of the letter.
What did these observations suggest? To Dr. Priest-
ley they suggested this. A letter had been written from
10 Silver Lane, Barnsley, and signed " Hy. Alcott."
The paper upon which this letter was written had been
subjected to a bleaching process, with the object of re-
moving the original wording. The heading and address
had been protected, but in spite of that, they had to
some extent been attacked by the bleaching agent. The
present form of wording had then been substituted for
the original. The amount of bleaching agent remaining
in the paper had caused this new wording to fade, until
it approximated to the colour of the heading and
signature.
Why should Alcott have been carrying in his pocket
two documents possessing such curious characteristics?
.This seemed to Dr. Priestley to be the essence of the